als 4 — 
Nowble Diſcouery of Cooſenage. 


A 


Now daily practiſed by ſundry lewd per- 


ſons, called Connie-catchers, and 
Croſle-byters. | 


Plainely laying open thoſe pernicious ſleightes that hath broaght many igno+ | 


rant men to confuſion, 


— , Aqreneiſe „ Conntrey Faymers 
and yoemen, thas mary hay is feilinte the ey of ſuch coofening companions, 


With a delightfull diſcaſe of the cooſenage of Colliers, 
Naſcimur pro patria. By R. Greene, Maiſter of Acts. 


LONDON. 
Printed by Lohn Wolfe for T. N. and are to be ſold oner 
againſt the great South doore of Paules. 159 4. 
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17 
TO THE TON 
tlemen, Marchants, Apprentiles, 


Farmers, and plain Countreymen 
calth. 


Iogenes, Centlemen, from a counterſait Cai- 


manners, 4s abſolute in the one , as diſſolute 
in the other : time refineth mens affetis, and 


their humors grow different by f diſtin(t;- 


his youth the art of loue, complayned in his exile emongſt the 
G _ of his 1 Sroak pix; 55 ocrates age was vertuous thogh 
his prime was licentious . So,Gentlemen, my younger yearet had 
vncertaine thoughtes , but now my ripe dayes cals on to 1% 1x 
tant deeds, and I ſorrow as much to ſee others wilfull,as I deligh- 
ted once to be wanton.T he adde mad-caps I haue beene mate too, 
not as 4 companion, but asaſpie to haue an inſight into their 


knaneriesthat ſeeing their traines I might eſchew their ſnares: 


thoſe mad fellowes I learned at laſt to loath,by their owne grace- 
leſſe villeinies, and what 1 am in them to their conſafton, I can 
forewarn in others to my countries commodity . None could de. 
cipher Tyraniſme better then Areſtippus, not that his nature 
was cruell,but that he was nowrtured with Dioniſius: The fim. 
ple ſwaine that cuts the Lapidaries ſlonet, can diſtingniſb a Ruby 
from a Diamond onely by his labour:though 1 haue not prattiſed 
their deceits, yet conuerſing by fortune, and talking vppam pure 


poſe with ſuch copeſ-mates, hathgiuen me light into their con. 
ceiptes and I can decipher their qualities, though Iviterly miſlike 
A 2 9 


ver of money, became a currant correttor of 


on of age. Poore Ouid that amorouſly writ in 


4 * 


To the Reader. 


of their practiſes. To be briefe Gentlemen, I haut ſeen the world 


and rounded it though not with traucll, yet with experience, and 
T cry out with Salomon. Omnia ſub ſole vanitas. 1 hae ſm- 
led with the Italian, and worne the wipers head in my hand, and 
get ſlopt his venome. ] haue eaten Spaniſhe Mirabolanes , and 
jet am nothing the more metamorphoſed .. Fraunce, Cerma- 
ny, Poland, Denmarke, I knowe them all, yet not affected to any 
in the ſourme of my life ; onely I am E "gl borne , and I haue 
Engliſh thoughts, not a diuell incarnate becauſe I am 1talianat, 
hut hating the pride of Italy, becauſe I know their peeuiſhnes : yet 
in all theſe Countries where 1 haue trauailid, ] haue not ſcene 
mureexceſſe of vanity then wee Engliſhe men practiſe through 
- vain glory: for as our wits be as ripe as any,ſo our willes art mare 
ready then they all, to put in eſſect any of their licencious abuſes: 
yet amongſt the reſt letting ordinary ſinnes paſſe becauſe cuſlome 
hath almoſt made them a lawe, I will only fpeake of two ſuch no- 
table abuſes,which [56 of the ſhadow with the name 
of Arts, as neuer hane beene heard ” any age before. T he firſt 
and chiefe, is called the Art of Cunny catching; the ſecond, 
the Arteof Crosbiting; two ſuch peſtilent and greiudiciall 
. pradtiſes, as of late haue beene the ruine of infinit perſans, and the 
ſubuerſion and ouerthrom of many Marchawnts, Farmers, and 
' honeſt minded jeomen. The firſt is 4 acceite at Cardes, which 
growing by enormity into a Cooſenage , is able to drawe (by the 
| ſabtill ſhew thereof) a man of great indgement to conſent to his 
omne confuſion. Tet Gentlemen when you ſhall reade this booke 
written fauthfully to diſcouer theſe cooſening practiſes, thinke I 
£0 not about to alſproue or aiſatow the moſt: auncient and honeſt 
paſtime or recreation of Card. play, for thus much 1 know by rea- 
ding : When the Cittie of Thebes was beſieged by them of Lace- 
demonia, being girt within ſtrong fenced walles , and hauing 
men enouch,and able to rebat the enemie, they found no inconue- 


nience of force to breede their enſuing bane but famine , in that 
| when 


J 


4 


TothiRender, 


mhen victuals waxed ſcant, huger would make them eyther yeeld 
by a fainting compoſition, or 4 miſerable death. Whereupon to 
wearie the foe with winterine at the ſiedge , the T hebanes denut- 
ſed this pollicie, they found out the Met 
h 


of Cards and Dice, 
and ſo buſied their braines with t agen of that new in- 
wention, paſsing away the time with ſtrange recreations and pa- 
ſtimes, beguiling hunger with the delight of the new ſportes,and 
eating but eucrie third day, and playing two, ſo their frugall ſpa- 
ring of vittuals, kept them from famine, the Citie from _ ing, 
and raiſed the foe from a mortall ſiedge . Thus was the 2 4 
Cardes and Dice firſt inuented, and ſince amongſt Princes hi 
ly ejteemed and allowed in all common-wealthes, as a . | 
recreation for the minde :but as time und malice of mans natus e 
hatchcth abuſe, ſo good thinges by ill wittes are wreſted to the 
worſe, and ſo in Cardes:for from an honeſt recreation it is grown 
to a preindiciall pracliſe, and moſt high degree of cooſenage , as 
ſhall be diſcouered in my Arte of Cunny-catching, for not onely 
ſample ſwaincs whoſe wittes is in their handes, but yoong Gentle- 
men and Marchants, are all caught like Cunnies in the hay,and 
ſo led like lambes to their conſuſjon. 
The poore man that commeth to the T earme to trie his right, 
and laieth his land to morgadge to get ry Crownes in hys 
e to ſee bis er, ts dramne in by theſe deuiliſh Cunny-cat- 
225 that at wh. at Cardes loofeth all his — , bywhich 
meanes, he, his wife and children, is brought to witer ruine and 
miſery . The poore Prentice whoſe honeſt minde aymeth onely 
at his Maiſters profites, 31 peſtilent wipers of the cummon- 
as oo og. intiſed to the hazard of this game at Cardes, 
and robd of his Maiſters money, lich forceth him oft times ey- 
ther to run away,or banckrout all. zo the ouerthrow of ſome honeſt 
and wealthy Cittixen. Seeing then ſuch a daungerous enormit 
groweth by them to the diſcredit of the eſtate of England, / mou 
wiſhe the Iuſtices appointed as ſcuere Cenſors of ſuch fatall miſ- 
| A 3 


chiefes, 


— — — — 


__TotheReader. | 
 thiefts , to ſhewe themſclues patres patriæ, by weeding ont ſuch 


worms as eat away the ſappe of the Tree, and rooting this baſe de- 
gree of As *” and proſperons : ra for 
al diucliſh practiſes this is the moſt preiudicial. The high Lan- 
Jer that = 4 purſe by the high way fide, the 0 phe nip, 
the ſtale, the ſnap,1 meane the picke-pockets and cut. purſcs are no- 
thing ſo daungerous to meete with all, as theſe cane g Cunny- 
catchers. The Chetors that with their falſe Dice make a hand, 
& ſtrike in at Hazard or Paſſage with their Dice of aduantage, 
are nothing ſo daungerous as theſe baſe minded Caterpillers. For 
they haue their vies and there reuies vppon the poore Cannies 
backe, til they 4 ferrette beate him that they leaue him neither 
haire on his skin, nor hole to harbour in. 7 * was before this 
mam yeares aeo, 4 prattiſe put inwſe by ſuch ſhiftins compani- 
| 3 _ call tener 1 4 4 inthe Art 
of Cunny-catchine, ons were required to performe their 
— — e ee up ee, e , and 
the Rutter and the manner of it in deed mas thus. The Taler vp 
ſeemeth a skilful man in al things, who hath by long trauail lear- 
ned without Booke 4 thouſand pollicies to inſinuate himſelfe into 
4 mans acquaintance: T alke of matters in law, he hath plenty of 
Caſis at his fingers ends, and he hath ſcene, and triea, and ruled 
in the Kinges Courts : Speake of graſing and husbandry , no 
man knoweth more ſhircs then hee, nor better which way to raiſe 
4 gainefull commodity, and how the abuſes and ouerture of prices 
might bee redreſſed. Finally, enter into what diſcourſe they liſt, 
were it into a Broomemans faculty, hee knoweth what gaynes 
they haue for olde Bootes and Shooes: Tea, and it ſhall ſcape him 
 hardly,but that ere your talke break off, hee will 1 Countrey 
man at leaft , and peraduenture eyther of kinne, aly, or ſome flale 
ſib to yon, if yonr reach far ſurmoumt not his. Incaſe hee bring 
to paſſe that you bee glad of his acquaintance, then doth hee car- 
xy you to the Tauernes, and with him goes the Verſer a man 
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To the Reader. 

| of more worſhippe then the Taker vp, and hee hath the counte- 

| naunce of a landed man. As they are ſet , comes in the Barnard 

| ſtombling into your company , like ſome aged Farmer of the 
| Countrey, 4 ſtranger Into you all. that had beene at ſome market 


Malmeſie that hee had neuer à ready word in his mouth, and 
is ſo careleſſe of his money, that out hee throweth ſome forty An- 
gels on the boords end, and landing ſomewhat aloofe, calleth for 
4 pint of wine, and ſayth : Maiſters, I am ſomewhat bolde with 
you, I pray you be not grecued if 1 drinke my drinke by you : and 
thus miniſters ſuch idle drunken talke, that the Verſer who coun- 
| terfeiteth the landed man comes and drawes more neare to the 
: plaine honeſt dealing man, and prayeth him to call the Barnard 
more neare to laugh at his folly . Betweene them two the matter 
ſbal be ſo wor conucied and finely argued, that out com- 
merh an old paire of Cardes, whereat the Barnard teacheth the 
Verſer a new game, that hee ſaies coit him for the learning two 
pots of Ale not two houres agoe, the firſt wager is drinke the next 
two pence W aur to mom ne vſe the matter ſo, 
that hee that were a hundred yeare olde, 7 nener played in his 
fe ſar 4 peny, cannot refuſe to be the Verſers halfe , and conſe- 
— ly Saba ee they play * 
undred pound . And if perhaps when the is loft (towſe 
| their word of Arte) the poore countrey man begin to ſmoake 
them, and ſweares the en knaue ſhall not get his money 
ſo, then flandeth the Rutter at the doore and draweth his fword 
and picketh a quarrell at his owne ſhadowe, if hee lacke an Ofler 
or a T apſter or ſome other to brabble with , that while the ſtrerte 
and company gather to the fray, as the manner is, the Barnard 
ſteales away with all the coine, and gets him to one blinde Ta- 

| werne or other, where theſe Cooſeners had appointed to meete. 
0 Thus Gentlemen 1 haue glaunſt at the Barnardes Lame, 
g which though you may perceyus it to bee a preiudicrall inſinna- 
A 4 ting 


| T owne there abouts buying and ſelling, and there tipled ſo much 
| 


———_ 2 — 


gell ſor ſo unlilely is it for the py 


| meanga more diſhonour 


1 To the Reader. 
N ting cooſenagt , jet is the Art of Cunny-catching ſo farr e beyond 


it in ſubtilty, as the diuel is more diſhoneſt then the holieſi An- 
Cummy to leeſe hat might he 
pawn his ale to a pound, he would lay it that be cannot be croſ- 
bitten inthe cut at Cardes, as you ſhall perceine by my preſent diſ- 
cauery. Tet gentlemen,am 1 ſore threatned by the hackſters of that 
filthy faculty, that if I ſette their pra tiſes in Print, they will cut 
7 that hand that writes the Pamphlet , but home I feare their 

rauadoes , you ſhall perccine by my plaine painting out of them, 
yea, ſo little doe I eſteem ſuch baſe minded braggards,that were 
it not I hope of their amemdement, I would in a ſchedule ſet down 
the names 1400 cooſening Cunny- catchers. Well leaning them 
und ther courſe of life to the honourable and the 11 of 
the land to be cenſors of with Iuſtice, haue about for a blowe at 
the Arte of Crqſ-biting : 1 meane nat croſ-biters at dice, when 
the Chetor with a langret, cut contrarie to the vantage, wil crof- 


bite 4 bard cater tray : nor 1 meane not when 4 broking knaze 


croſ-bites a Gentleman with a bad commoditie nor when the 
Foi#t, the picke-pockets ( ſir reuerence I meant) is croſ-bitten by 


the Snap, and ſo ſmoakt for his purchaſe:nor when the nip,which 
th 

WY 
all 


mon people call a Cut-parſe hath a croſ-bite by ſome bri- 
cer , who ae carrie him to priſon takes amaie 
le 


the monie and lets him ſlip without anie puniſhment : But 1 
Art, when . eyther 
keepeth a whore as his friend, or marries one 10 be his maintei- 
ner and with her not onely croſ-bites men of good calling, but eſ- 
pecially poore ignorant countrey Farmers, who God wotte be by 
them led like ſheepe to the ſlaughter. Thus gentle readers, haue I 
giuen you a light in brieſe, what I meane to proſccute at large, 
and 1 with an humble ſute to all Inſtices , that they. will ſeeke to 
roote out theſe two rogiſh Artes, I commit you to the Almighty. 


|  - YoursRob. Groene. | 
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| THE ART OF oN 


ny- catching. 


Pere bee requiſite effectually fo act tha 
art of Conny-catching th2e ſeverall 
parties: the Setter, the Uecſer, and 


AF the Warnackte. Thc nature of the lets 


ter is to dzaw in any perſon familiar: 
L to dzinke with him, which perſon 
they call the Conie,and their methods 

5 is atcoꝛ ding tothe man they atme at: 
ifa Gentleman, Perthant. oz Appzentice,the Connie ts the 
more eaſely c:ught , in that theyare ſone induced to play, 
and therfo2: I omit the circumſtance they vie in catchingad 
them. And fo2 becauſe the paze Country Farmar,qz Nes 
man is the marke they moſt 1 at, who they kno weomes | 


The Art of Conny-catching. 

not emptie to the Terme, J will diſcover the meanes they 
put iu pꝛactiſe to bing in ſome honeſt, ſimple, and ignoꝛant 
men to their pur poſe. The Couny-catchcrs,apparelled like 
honeſt ciuil Gentlemen, oꝛ god fetlows, with armut face, 
as if butter would not meit in their mouthes, after dihncr 
when the Clyents are come from Wieltminſter hal, and are 
ſomewhat at leiſure to walke vp and do wine Paules, Flet- 
ſtreet, Bolburne, the Strond, and luch common haunted pla- 
ces, whcre theſe coſſening companions at tend onely to ſpie 
out a pꝛap: who,aſſon: as they ſe a plaine country fellowe 
wel and cleanl p apparelled, either in a coate of home ſpunne 
ruſſet, oꝛ of freeze as the time requires, and a ſide pouch at his 
ide, there is a Connie ſaith one. At that woꝛ de out flies the 
Setter. and duer · taking the man, beg ins to ſalute him thus. 
Sir, God ſaue pou, vou are hartily welcom to London, he w 
doth all our god frends in the country? J hopetbey bee all in 
health. The country - man ſeing a man ſo cou. tedus hat hay 
knowcs not, halfe in a bzowne ſtudie at this ſt. ange ſaluta- 
tion, perhaps makes him this anſwer; Sir, all our frends in 
the cuntry are well thanks be to God, but truly J know you 
not, you muſt pardon me, Thy ir. ſaith the Setter, geſſing 
by his tong what cuntryman he is, are you not a Pozkſl ire 
man oꝛ ſuch a cuntryman? if he ſay pes, then he ct ps vpon 

bum clotely ; ifhee ſay no, then ſtraight the Setter ce mes o- 
ner him thus: In god (oth fir, 4 know you by your face, and 
bane biene in pour companie beſoze, J pꝛay vou (if without 
offence)let ine crane pour name, and the plece of your abode, 
The ſinple man ffraight telles him where hee dwels, bis 
name, and who be his next neighbo2s. and what Gentlemcn 
dwell about him. After he hath learned all of him, then hee 
- comes ouer his fallowes kindly : Sir, though 3 haue beene 
ſomewhat bold to bee inquiſitive of your naure xet hold ma 
excuſed, fo2 I toke poufo2 a friendof mine; but ince by 
miſtaking 3 haue made pou ſlacke your buſtnes, wele dꝛink 
aquart of wine, oz a pot of Ale together: Jf the gentle fole 
ino ſo readie as to goe, then the Connie is caught : but if hee 
an. ſmacks 
20:1 | 
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ſmack the Sefter,and (mels a Nat by his clawing, and will 
not dzinke with him, then away goes the Setter, t diſcour- 
ſeth to the Uerſer the name of the man, the pariſh be dwels 
in, and what Gentlemen are his neare neighbo2s, with that 
awap goes hee, and croſſing the man, at ſome turning meztes 
him full in the face, and greetes him thus. 
What godman Barton? how fares all our friends about 
pou? you are wel met, J haue a pint of wine foz pou, you arte 
welcome to Zowne. The ptaine country man bearing him⸗ 
ſelfe named by a man he knowes not, maruels and ani wers 
him that he knowes him not, and craues pardon : Not mee 
godman Bar:on ? haue pou fezgot me? Why 7 am luch a 
mans kinſman pour neighbour not farre off: how doth this 
oz that godGentleman my friend? god L ode that J ſhould 
bee out of your remembzance, J haue bine at pour houſe di- 
vers times. Inderd (ir,ſaith the farmar,are you ſucha mans 
kinſman? Surely ſir,if you had not challengde acquaintance 
of me, I ſhould neuer haue knowne you, J haue clean fo2got 
vou, but F know the god Gentleman pour Coſſen well, bee 
is my very god neighboz : and fo2 his ſake ſaith the Uerſer, 
wele dzinke aſoꝛe we part: happely the man thankes him, & 
to the wine oꝛ ale they go, then ere they part they make him 
a Conp, and ſo ferret-claw him at cards, that they leaue hun 
as bare of monp, as an ape of a taile. Thus haue theſe filthis 
feilowes their ſubtil fetches to dzaw on pooꝛe men to fal in- 
to their coſſening pꝛadiſes: thus like conſuming mothee of 
the common-wealth, they p2ay vpon the ignozance of ſuche 
plaine ſoules, as meaſure all by their owne honeſtte: not re- 
gar ding either conſciznce,02 the fatall reuenge that is thꝛea- 
tened fo2 ſuch idle and licentio as perſons: but doe implop all 
their wits to b ouerthꝛow of ſuch, as with their handy thꝛiſt 
ſatiſſte theit hacty thirſt : thep pꝛeferr ng cooſſenage befoze 
labour, and chuſing an idle p2antie befo2e ame honcE foꝛme 
ol god liuin . Wel to the methode again of taking vp their 
Connies: If the pooze cuntry man linoake them fill, and 
will not m_ vato either of their lures ; then one, ether 
5 23 1 
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the Uerler, 02 the wetter, 02 ſome of their crue(fo2 there is 
a generall fraternitis bet wirt them) eypeth beſoꝛe the Co⸗ 
nie as he goeth, and letteth dzoppe twelue pence in the high 
wap, that of fozce the Connie muſt le ii. The Country-wan 
fpytag the ſhilling, maketh not daintic(fo2 Quis mihi men- 
tis inops oblatum reſpuit aurum? ) but ſtoopeth very man- 
nerlp, e taketh it vp: then one of the Conny-catchers behind 
cryeth halle part and  chalengeth halfe ot tue finding. The 
country-man content offereth to chaunge the money: Nay 
faith friend, ſaith the Uerſer, tis ili lucke to k pe found mo⸗ 
ney, wele goe ſpend it in a pottle of wine, 82 in a b:eaketaft, 
dinner oz ſupper, as the time of the day requu es: Ji the Co- 
me ſap he wil not. then an wers the T er ier, ſpend mp part: 


It d ill the Connie refuſe, be takcth halſe «nc away; At thep 


fpie the country man fo be oi a hauing and coui ious humos, 
then haus they a further policie to dꝛ e him on: an otber 
that knoweth the place of his abodt. ina tet him. and Cay ih 
Sir, well met, J baue runne baſtilx coovertake vou J pꝛop 
pou dwel pou not in Darby-ſbtre in ſuch a vH aανν yrs ma- 
rie do J frend, ſaith the Connie:then replies the Uerſer. tru⸗ 
lie ur, J haue a ſute vnto you, Jam going out of towne, and 
muſt ſende a letter to the par ſon of your pat ich, you ſhall not 
refuſe to do a ſtranger ſuch a fauoꝛ as to cart y it him, happe 
tie as men may in time miete, it may lie in wy lot to doe you 
as god a turne, «4 fir foz your paines J will giue you twelue 
pence. The po2e Conny in mere ſimplicitie ſaith, ſir, J will 
do ſo much foz you with all my heart, where is pour letter: 
haue it not (god fir)readie wzitten, but may Jintreate you 
to ſteppe into ſome Tauerne, oꝛ Ale · houſe, lot le d. inke the 
white, and 3 will w2ite but a line oꝛ two: at this the Ccn- 
nie ſtoupes, and fo2 greedines ol the money, and vppon kinde 
curtefie goes with the Setter vnto the Tauer ne. As they 
walks they meet the Uerfer, and then ther all thz& goe into 
the Tanerne together. 

& & Gentlemen, what great L ogitians theſe Conny-rat- 
chers bee, that haue ſuch * perl walions to 1adnce 
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| tye, be ſaith tothe Conp,you (hall ſe me fetch ouer my yong 


wher J ou vou call a card foz me, name that, and you ſhall 
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the pooze cpuntry-man to his confuſion , and what varietie 
of villanie they baue to ſtripps the honeſt farmar of his ms- 
ner. Mell, imagine the Connie is in the Taverne, then fits 
downe the Uerſer,and ſaith tothe Secter; What ſirba, wilt 
thou giue ma a quart of wine, oa ſhall 4 giue the one? wele 
d2ink a pine, ſaith the Setter, but wele play a game at cards 
fo2 it, reſpeaing moze the ſpoꝛt then the loſſe: content (ſaith 
the Ucrſer) go call faz a paire: and while he is gone to fetch 


maiſter fo2 a quart of winefinely , but this you muſt doe foz 
me: when J cut the Cardes,as J wil not cut aboue ſiue off, 
marke then of all the great packe which is vndermoſt, and 


ſee wele make him pay fo2 a quart of wine ſtraight- Zraely 
ſa ih the Conny, J am no great player at Cardes, and J doe 
nat we vaderſtand pour meaning. Why ſaith he, it is thus: 
J wi plap at mum - chaunte, a2 decoy, that he ſhall ſhuffle 
the Crocs. aad will cutte: now epthcr of vs mult call a 
Card pay all cail foz mee, and bee fo2 hunſe:fe, and whoſe 


Card comes firſt wins: therfoze when J bane cut the cards, 


then macke the nethermoſt of the greateſt heape , that I ſet 


von the c res which J cut off, and al waies cal that foz me. 


Oh now (ſaith the Connie, J vaderſtand you, let me alone, J 
warrant Ile fit your turne : with that, in comes the Settcr 
with his Cardes, andaſketh at what game they ſhall play, 
why ſai h the Werſer,at a ne we game called mum-chaunce, 
that hath no policie noꝛ knanery, but p!aine as a pike ſtaffe, 
you ſhall ſhuſfle, and Ile cut, you ſhall call a Card, and this 


honeſt man a ſtraunger almoſt to bs bath, ſhall call another 


fo2 me.and which ol our card comes firſt ſhal win. Content 
ſaith the Setter,fo2 tha's but mere hazard, and ſo he ſhuffles 
the cards, and the Urrler cuts off ſome foure cards, and then 
taking vp the heape to ſet vppon them, giueth the Connie a 
glaunce of the bottom card of that heap, then (aith, 4 now fir 
call fozme The Conte to blind the Setters eyes, aſketh as 


though he were not —_——— ien 
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1H] cut? what card ſaith the terſer?why,what you will, either 
hart, ſpade, club, oz diamond, coat - card, oꝛ other. Oh is it ſo 
ſaith the Connie: yy then pou ſhal haue the foure of harts, 
which was the card he had the glance of, and ſaith the Set- 
ter (holding the cardes in his hand, and turmag vp the vp- 
permoſt card as thogh he knew not wel the game) zle haue 
the knaue of trumpes . Nay laith the Werſer, there is no 
trump, you may call what card vou will, then ſaith hee, Jle 
haue the ten of ſpades,with that he dzawes,and the foure of 
harts comes firſt: well ſaith the etter,tis but hazard, mins 
might haue come as wel as pours ſlue is vp, J feare not the 
ſet : ſo they (uffle and cut, but the Verſer winnes. UWictll 
ſaith the Setter, no butter will cleave. on my bzxcad, what 
not one dzaught amongeſt fiue : Dꝛawer a freſhe pint, Ale 
haue another bout with you: but ſtr, I velcuc(ſaith he to the 
Connp) pou ſee ſome card, that it goes ſo croflce on my fide. 
J ſaith the Connie, nay J hope you thinke not ſo of me, tis 
but hazard and chance: foz Jam but a meere ranger vnto 
the game, as J am an honeſt man J neuer ſaw it be ſoze. 
Thus this ſinple Connie cloſeth vp ſmoothly to take 
the Uerſers part, one ly fo2 greedineſſe to haue him win the 
wine: Well, anſweres the Setter, then Jle haue one caſt 
moze, and to it they go, but belooſcth all, and beginneth to 
chafe in this manner: Mere it not quoth he, that J care not 
| fo2 a quart of Wine, J could ſweare as many othes fo2 an- 
ger, as there be haires on my bead: wby ſhoulde not my 
lucke be as good as fours , and foztune fauour me as well 
as pou? what, not one cald card in tenne cuttes:? Ile foz- 
ſweare the game foz ever. What,chafe not man (faith the 
Uerſcr) ſering we haut pour quart of Wine, ale ſhe w you 
| the game. and with that diſcourſeth al to him, as if he knew 
it not. The Setter, as ſimply as if the knaue were igno- 
kant, faith:3 marrie, Jthinke ſo, youmuſt needes winne, 
when he knowes what card to call, 4 might haue plaid long 
enough befoze J had got a ſet. Truelp ſaith the Connie, tis 


a pzetie game,foz tis not — fen a man to loſe that cuts 
the 
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 onebaſhfull eps backe again:and very mannerly ſaith: 3 
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the cardes : J warrant the other that ſhuffles mayſooſe 


with mee into the country, and win many a pot of ale with 


it. Afreſy pint ſaiththe Uerſer , and then wele away: buf 


ſeingſir you are going dome ward, Ile learne pou a tricks 
wozth the noting that you ſhall win manie a pot with in the 
winter nights: with that he culs out the foure knanes, and 
pꝛickes one in the toppe , one in the middeſt, and one in the 
bottome, Now fr ſaith hee, you ſe theſe th: knaues appa- 
rantly,thzuſt them vowne with your hand, and cutte where 
vou will, and though they bee ſo far aſunder, Ile make them 
all come tagether . J pꝛay you lets ſe that tricke ſaith the 
Connie. me thinkes it ſhould be impoſſible . So the Terſer 
dzawes, s all the th2& knaues come in one heap:this he doth 
once oz twiſe,that the Connie wonders at it, and offers him 
apint of wine to teache it him. Nay ſaith the Uerſer, le do 
it fo: thankes, t thercfoze marke me where pou haue taken 
out the four knaues, lap two together aboue, t dzaw vp one 
of them that it may be ſeenc,then pꝛick the other in the mid 
deft, x the third in the bottom, ſo when any cuts, cut he neuer 
ſo warily,th2& knanes muff of fozce come together: foz the 
bottome knaue is cut to by vpon both the vpper knaues. J 
marry ſaith the Setter, but then the three knaues pou ſhe wo 
comes not together. Truth ſaith the Werſer,but one among 
a thouſand marks not that: it requires a quicke eie, a ſharpe 
wit, and a reaching hend to ſpie at the firſt. Row gramercy 
fir fo2 this tricke ſaith the Connie, Ile dominecre with this 
amongſt my neighbo2s, Thusdoth the Uerſer t the Setter 
feigne a kind frendſhip to the Cony, offering hun no ſhew of 
cofſenage, noz once to dʒawe him in fd; a pint of wine, the 
moꝛe to ſhadow their intended villeinp, but now begins the 
ſyoꝛt:as thus they ſit tipling, coms the Barnachie 5 th:uſts 
open the doze,loking into the rome where they are, and as 


cry pou mercy Gentlemen, J thoght afrend of mine had bin 


bare, 3 pꝛaꝝ pou pardon my bolvnefſe . No har me ſic ſaith 
2 D 4 the 
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Saint Petors cuape if hee hadit, Well, Zlecarie this dome 


femme 
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the Werſer , J pꝛaꝑ you dꝛinke a cuppe of wing with vs and 
welcom:lo in comes the Barnackle,t taking tbe cup bins 
to the Connie, e then ſaith, what at cards Gentlemen? were 
it not Jſhould bee offenſiue to the company, J would play - 
fo2 a pint till my frend come that J looke fo. Why CGr,ſatth 
the Uerſer, if you will Gt downe pon ſhall bee taken vp fo2 a 
quart of wine.Ulity ali my hart, ſaith the warnackle, what 
will you play at? at P2imero,P2umo viſto, Saunt, one and 
thirtie, new cut, oz what (hall be the game? Sir ſaith the. 
Uerſer, Jam but an ignoꝛant man at cardes, and J ſe you 
haue them at your fingers end, Jle play with vou at a game 
wherein can be no deccit, it is calle» mum-chance at cards, F: 
and it is thus: you ſhall ſhuFle the cards, and x wil cut, you | 
ſhall call one, and this plaine boneft country pcoman ſhall 
tall a card ſoʒ mee, and which ol our car des comes firſt ſhall 
winne: here pou ſæ is no deceite, and at this Jle play. No 
truly ſaith the Connie, me thinks there can be no great craft 
in this: well ſaith the Warnackle,foz a pint of wine haue at 
pou :\o they play as befoze, ſiue vp,and thc Uerſer winnes. 
This is hard luck, ſaith the 1Barnarkle,and bc leue tbe has 
neſt man ſpies ſome card in the botto mne, aud therefoze le 
make this alwates fo p2icke the bottom card. nt ent ſaith 
the Werſer,and the Connie to cloke the matter ſaiha ſit pon 
offer me iniur ie to thinke that J can ſæ a card. when J nep⸗ 
ther touch thein, ſhuffle. cut, noꝛ dzaw them: Ab fir ſaith the 
Barnackle, giue loſers leaue to ſytae: wetbroat thep got 
againe, and then the Barfackte knowmngthegame vette 
then they all, by chopping a card winnes twa ofthe fine, but 
lets the Uerſer win the ſet, then iu a chafe hee wear eth ti 
bat his ill luce, and be can ſe na decett at it, and ther ſoʒe he 
wil play twetue pence a cut. The Uerſer is tonte nt, wins 
two oꝛ thꝛcœ ſhiliutgs ofthe Barnachie, wheceat hte chaſes; 
and ſaith, I came hither in an euill bouro ⁊ hut 3 will minus 
my monep againe, 02 loſe all in my purſe, With that he 
dea bos out a purſe with ſome th2& oz foure pound,aim claps 
it on the bozd;the Tierter * the Conte:fſecretly by ſigns 
if 
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it hee will be his halle, he ſales J, and ſtraight feeles fo2 hys 
purſe: welt he Barnacle ſhuffles the Cardes th2zoughly, and 
the Werſer cuts as befoze, the Barnacle whe he hath dzawn 
one Carde ſaith, ile eyther winne ſomething oz loſe ſome⸗ 
thing, therefoze ile vie and reuie enery Card at my plcaſure, 
till eyther yours oz mine come out, and therefoze twelue 
pence vpõ this Card. my Card comes firſt fo2 twelue pence : 
no ſaith the Werſer , I ſayth the Connp, and J durlſt holde 
twelue pence moze, why, J bolde you ſaith the 3Barnackle, 
and ſo they vie and reuie till ſome tenne ſhillings bee on the 
ſtake:and then nert comes foꝛth the erſers Carde , that the 
Conny called, and ſo the Barnackle looſeth : well, this fleſh- 
eth the Conny, the ſweetneſſe of gaine maketh him frolicke, 
e Thus 
 foz th: oz foure fimcs the Barnackle loſcth, at laſt to whet 
on the Conny,he ftriketh his chopt Card and winnetha god 
fake.A way with the witch cryes the Barnackle,J hope the 
Cardes will turne at laſt. J much, thinketh the Conny,twas 
but a chaunte that you aſkt ſo right, to aſke one of the fine 
that was cutte off, Jam ſure there was fozty to one on my 
ide, and ile haue you on the lurch by and by, ſo ſtill they vie 
and reuie, and fo2 once that the Barnackle winnes , the 
Conny gets fiue,at laſt when they mean to ſhaue the Conny 
cleane of all his coine, the Barnackle chafeth, . and vppon a 
_ pawne bozroweth ſomc money of the CTapſter, and ſweares 
bee will vie it to the vttermoſt, then thus he chops his Card 
to croſ-bite the Conny, hee firſt looke s on the bottome Card, 
awd ſhuffles often, but fill keeping that botteme Card, 
which hee knowes to bee vppermolk, then ſets he downe the 
Cards. and the Uerſer to encourage the Conny, cuts off but 
thꝛee Cards,wherof the Barnackles Card muſt needes bee 
the vppermoſt then ſhewes he the bottome Card of the other 
heape cut off to the Conny,and ſets it vppon the Barnackles 
Card which he knowes, ſo that of ſoꝛce, the Card that was 
layd vppermoſt , mult come fozth firſt: and then the Bar⸗ 
nackle cailes that Card: hf 206. hy and then the 
, Bar. 


The Art of Conny: catching. | 


' Barnackle vies, and the Countzey man vies vppon him: foz 
this is the Law, as often as one vies oꝛ reuies the other muſt 
ſeit oꝛ cls hee looiſeth the ſtake : Vell at laſt the Barnackle 
plyes it ſo, that perpappes hee. vies moze money then the 
Conny haty in hys purſe : The Conny vpon thys, knowing 
hys Card is the third oz fourth Carde, and that hee hath ſoꝛtie 
to one againſt the Barnackle,pawncs his rings if he bath a⸗ 
ny, hys ſwoꝛde, his cloake , oz cls what hee hath about him, 
to maintaine the vie, and when bee laughes in his lleeue 
thinking he hath fleeff the Barnackle of all, then the Barnac⸗ 
klcs Carde comes foꝛth, and ſtrikes ſuch a cold humoꝛ to hys 
heart, that hee ſittes as a man in a fraunce , not knowing 
what to doe, and ſighing while his heart is ready to bzeake, 
thinking on the money that he hath loſt. Perhaps the man is 
very ſimple and patient, and whatſocuer he thinks, foz feare 
goes his way quiet with his lolie, while the Conny ⸗catchers 
laugh and deuide the ſpoyle , and beeing out of doozes, pœꝛe 
man, goeth to hys lodging with a heauie heart t watry eyes, 
penſiue & ſozrowfull,but to late, foz perhaps the mans ſtate 
did depend on that money, and ſo hee, his wife, hys childzen, 
and hys family are bꝛought to extreame miſery, An other per⸗ 
haps moꝛe hardy and ſubtill, ſmoakes the 9 — 
and ſmelleth coole nage, ꝛ ſayes, they ſhal not haue his money 
fo, but they aunſwer him with bꝛaues, and though her bzing 
them befoze an Dfficer, vet the knaues are ſo fanoured, that 
the man neuer recouers his money,and vet he is let lip with- 
out puniſhment, Thus are the poze Connies robde by theſe 
baſe minded Caterpillers : Thus are ſeruing⸗men oft intilde 
to play and looſe all: Thus are pꝛentites induced fo be Con- 
nies, and ſa are cooſened of their Maiſters money,yea young 
Gentlemen, Merchants and others, are fetcht in by theſe 
damnable rake-helles, a plague as ill as hell, which is pꝛe⸗ 
ſent loſſe of money and enſuing miſery. A lamentable caſe 
in England, when ſuch vepers are ſuffered to b2ccde, and are 
not cut off with the ſwoꝛde of Jullice, This enozmitie is not 
a} in * but nowe Serene diſperſed r gi 
n 
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England in euery Shy:e Cittie and Towne ofany receipt, « 
many complaints are hearde of their egregious cooſenage : 
The pooze Farmer ſimply going about his buſineſſe , oz to | 
hys Attourneys chamber, is caught vp 4 cooſned of all: The 
Seruing-man ſent with his Lozdes treaſure , .looſeth off 
times moſt part, to theſe wozms of the common wealth. The 
Pꝛentice hauing his Maiſters money in charge, is ſpoyled 
by them, and from an honeſt ſeruaunt eyther dꝛiuen to run a⸗ 
way, oz to liue in daſcredite foz euer. The Gentleman loo⸗ 
ſeth hys land, the Merchant his ſtocke, and all to theſe abho⸗ 
minable Conny-catchers, whoſe meanes is as ill as they; 
Ilyuing , fo2 they are all eyther wedded to Whozes, 03 ſo ad- 
dicted to Whozes, that what they get from honeſt men, they 
ſpend in baudy houſes amonglk Barlots, and conſume it as 
vainely as they get it villainouſly, They? earcs are of Ava- 
mant, as pittileſſe as they are trecherous, foꝛ be the man ne- 
uer ſo pooze, they will not returne him one penny ol his loſſe, 
J remember a merry ieſt done of late to a Welch-man, who 


, beinga meerc ſtranger in London, and not well acquainted 


with the Engliſh tongue, yet chaunſt amongſt certayne 
Conny-catchers, who ſpying the Gentle-man to haue mo⸗ 
| ney, they ſo dealt wyth hym, that what by ſignes and bꝛo⸗ 
ken Engliſh, they got him in foz a Conn, and fleeſt him of 
- enery penny that he had, and of hes ſwo2d. At laſt the man 

ſmoakt them, and dzew his dagger vppon them at Ludgate, 
_ fo2 there abouts they had catcht him, and would haue ſtabde 
one ol them foz his money, people came and ſtopt hym, and 
the rather becauſe they coulde not vnderſtande him, although 
be had a Card in one hand, and his dagger in the other, and 
ſapd as well as he coulde, a Carde a Carde Mon dieu, in the 
meane whyle the Conny-catchers were gotten in to Paules, 
and ſo away: The Welch man followed them, E ſought them 
there, and went vp and downe the Church ſtil with hys na⸗ 
ked dagger and the Card in his hande, t the Gentlemen mer⸗ 
uailed what he meant thereby: at laſt one of his countrey men 
Ds il} r ac: then he tolde 


him 
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 himhowe her was cooſoned af Cardes and robbed of all hys 
money, but as hys loſſe was voluntary, ſo his ſceking them 
was merre vanity, fo2 they were ſtept into ſome blinde Ale⸗ 
houſe fo deuide the ſhares . Neere to Þaint Edmundes 


Bury in Suffolke, there dwelt an honeſt man a Shomaker, 


that hauing ſome twenty Parkes 1n his purſe long gathe- 
red and neerely kept, came to the Market to bupa Dicker of 
hydes, and by chaunce fell amongſt Conny-catchers : whoſe 
names J omitte, becauſe Jhopc ofthey2 amendement. Tyys 
plaine countrey man, dꝛa wn in by theſe fozmer deuiſes, was 
made a Connp, and fo ſtraight ſtr ipt of all his twenty marke 
to his vtter vndoing : the knaues ſcapt, and hee went home a 
ſo:rowfull man: ſhoztly after one of theſe Conny-catchers 
was taken fo; a ſuſpected perſon , and layde in Bury Gaole, 
the Seſſions comming, and hee p2oduced to the Bar, it was 
the foztune ofthys pooze Shoomaker to be there, who eſpy- 
ing this Roague to bee arraigned, was glad,and ſaid nothing 
vnto hym, but lookt what woulde bee the iſſue of his appea⸗ 
raunce: at the laſt hee was bzought befoze the Juſtices, 
where hee was examined ol his lyfe , and being demanded 
what Occupation he was, ſayde none, what pꝛofeſſion then 
are you of, and how liue pon: Marry quoth he Jam a Gen- 
tleman and liue of my freendes : Nay that is a lye quoth the 
pooze @hoomaker, vnder cozrection of the wozſhipfull of the 
bench, vou haue a trade, and are by pour Arte a Connp⸗cat⸗ 
cher: A Conny-catcher, ſayd one of the Juſtices, and ſmiled, 
what is he a warriner fellow : whole warrain doth he keepe 
canſt thou tel? Nay ſir, pour wozſhip miſtaketh me ,quoth the 
Shoamaker,he is not a warrainer but aConny-catcher: the 
bench that neuer heard this name befoze ſmilde, and attribu- 
ted the name to the mans ſimplicitp, thinking he ment a war⸗ 
rainer: which the @hoomaker eſpying, made aunſwere, that 
ſome Connies this fellow catcht, were wozth twenty Marke 
à peece, and foz pzoofe, quoth hee, Jam one of them, and ſo 
diſcourſt the whole oꝛder of the Arte, and the baſenes of the 


cooſoning ; wherupon p Juſtices loking into his Er- 
ed 
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ted him to be whipt,+ the @hemaker defired hee might gyue 
him his paiment, which was granted: ſo whe he came to hys 
puniſhment, the Shoomaker laught and ſaid, tis a mad wozld 
when pooze Connies are able to beate their Connp⸗catchers, 
but he lent hum ſo freendly laſhes, that almoſt hee made hun 
pay an ounce of blood foz euer pound of ſiluer. Thus wee ſee 
how the generation of theſe vipers increaſe , tothe confuſion 
of many honeſt men, whoſe p2aciſes tomy pooꝛe power J 
haue diſcouered , and ſet ont with their villainous ſleights 
that they vle to the intrapping of the ſimple , yet haue they 
cloakes fo; the raine, t ſhadowes fo2 their villaimes, calling 
it by the name of Art oz Lawe, as CTonny-catching Arte, o: 
Conny-catching Law, And hereof it riſcth, that like as Lawe 
when the tearm is truely conſidered, ſigniſieth an oꝛdinaunte 
of good men eſtabliſhed foz the Common wealth, to repꝛeſſe 
all vicious liuing, ſo theſe Conny-catchers turne the Catte in 
the panne, giuing to diuers vilde patching ſhifts, an honeſt 
and godly title, calling it by the name of a Lawe, becauſe by 
a multitude ofhatefull rules (as it were in good learning) 
they exerciſe their villanies to the deſtruction of ſundzy ho- 
neſt people. Thus and hereupon doe they gine their falſe con- 
ueyance, the name of Conny-catching Law, as there be alſo 
other Lawes,as Yigh Law,Sacking Law, Figging Law, 
Cheting Lawe, Barnards Lawe. If vou meruaile at theſe 
miſteries and quaint wozds, conſider as the Carpenter hath 
many tearmes familiar enough to his pꝛentiſes, that others 
vnderſtand not at all,fo haue the Conny-catchers not with- 
out great cauſe : fo2 a falſhoode once detected can neuer com⸗ 
paſſe the deſired effect, Therefo:e wyll J pꝛeſentip ac- 
quaint you with the ſignification of the tearmes in a Table. 
But leauing them til time e place, comming downe the other 
day Turnmil ſtreet, J met with ane who J ſuſpected a Con- 
ny-catcher, 4 in deed miſt not of my mark:after ſalutations £ 
ſome chat, I dꝛew him on to the Tauerne, e there after a cup 
ol wine oz two, J began to treat with him of the maner of his 
ufe, neee 
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bad a courſe, as to liue vpon the ſpoyle of pooze men, and eſ⸗ 
 pecially to deſerue the name of Conny-catching, dyſwading 
hym from that baſe kinde of life, that was ſo ignominious in 
the wozld, and ſo lothſome in the ſight of & OD. Tut Sir, 
quoth he, calling mee by my name, as my Religion is ſmall, 
ſo my deuotion is lefſe, J leaue G O D to be diſputed on by 
Diuines: The two ends J aime at, is gaine and eaſe, but 
by what honeſt meanes J may get, neuer comes within the 
compaſſe of my thoughts, Though your experience in tra⸗ 
uatle be great, yet in home matters mine is moze , pra, J 
am ſure yon are not ſo ignoꝛant, but you know that few men 
tan liue vpzightly, vnleſſe hee haue ſome pꝛetty way (moꝛe 
then the woꝛlde is witneſſe to) to helpe hymſelfe withall : 
Thinke vou ſome Lawyers coulde be ſuch purchaſers, it all 
theyz Pleas wereſhozte , and theyz pꝛocetdings Juſtite and 
conſcience 2 That Dffices woulde bee ſo deerely bought and 
the buyers ſo ſoone inriched , if they counted not pyllage an 
honeſt kinde of purchaſe 2 Oz doe you thinke that men ofhan- 
dy trades, doe make all their tonnnodities without falſhood, 
when ſo many of them are become daily purchaſers ? Nay, 
what will you moze, who ſo hath not ſome ſiniſter way to 
helpe himſelle, but followeth hys noſe alwaies ſtraight foz- 
warde, may well holde vp the head foz a peere oz two, but the 
third he muſt needes ſinke,and gather the wind into beg gers 
hauen. Thereſoꝛe Sir ceaſe to perſwade me to the contrary, 
fo2 my reſolution is to beate my wits , and ſpare not to buſie 
all my bzaines fo ſaue and helpe me, by what meanes ſocuer 
Jcare not, ſo J may auoyd the danger of the Lawe. Where 
vppon, ſeeing thys Conny-catcher reſolued in hys fozme of 
lyfe, leauing hym to his lewdneſſe, J went my wayes, won⸗ 
dering at the baſenes oftheyz minds, that would ſpend they 
time in ſuch deteſtable ſoꝛt. But no meruaile, fo2 they are 
giuen vp into a repꝛobate ſence,and are in religion meere A- 
theilts, as they are in trade flat diſſemblers, Jf J ſhoulde 
ſpend many ſheetes in deciph2ing they2 ſhyfts, it were frine- 


lous, in that they be many and 0 are fullovarety foz euery 
day 
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day they inuent newe trickes and ſuch quaint deuiſes, as are 


ſccret and yet paſſing daungerous , that if a man had Ar- 


gus eyes, he could ſcarcely pꝛie into the bottome of their pꝛa⸗ 
ctiſes. Thus fo — afce cmatieg; J baue bziefely 
diſcouered the Lawe ol Conny-catching, dellring all Juſti⸗ 
ces, if ſuch cooſoners light in their pꝛetind, euen to vſe ſum- 
mum lus againſt them, becauſe it is the baſeſt of all villa- 
nies, And that London Pzentiſes if they chaunce in ſuch 
Conny-catchers company, may teach them London Lawe, 
that is, to defend the pooze men that are wꝛonged, and learn 
the Caterpillers the high way to New-gate, where if Hinde 
fauour them with the heauieſt Irons in all the houſe, giue 
them his vnkindeſt entertainment, no doubt his other pettie 
ſinnes ſhalbe halle pardoned foz his labour. But J would it 
might bee their ſoꝛtune to happen into Nobles Nozthward 
in white Chappell , there in faith round Robin his Deputie 
woulde make them like w2etches) fiele the waite of his hea- 
utclt fetters.And ſo deſiring both bonozableand wozſhipful, 
as well Juſtices as other officers , and all eſfates from the 
Pꝛince to the beggar, to reſt pꝛoleſſed enemies to theſe bale 


Naſcimur pro patria. 


A Table of e words of art, vledi in tlie effect ing theſe 
baſe villames; s. 

Wherein is Ae the nature of euery terme, beeing 
proper to none but to the profeſſors therof. 

Digh Law, < I Techen by the high way ſide, 

| ery 

3. Cheting Law. Play A falſe Dice. RA 

4. Croſ-biting Law. Cookin by whores. 

5, Conny-catching Law,) Cooſenage by Cardes. 


6, Uerfing Law, S by 1 gold. 
ee ee e utting of purſe 
7. Figging Law. and — of bes, 


8, Barnards Law, A drunken cooſenage by cards. 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the eyghe Lawes of villanie leading the high way 
| 2 to infamie 9 5 
be Theeſe is called a High Lawyer, 
1 e , 
In high Law. < He that ſtandeth to watch, an Oake, 
When , Stoupi 
i ee 5 it be a 1 Pandar, 
; | The Bawde if a man, an Apple- quite, 
„n. 555 Nee Tn 
The Whorchouſe, a Trugging place, 


Pardon mee Gentlemen, for although no man could 
better then my ſelſe diſcouer this Law & his tearmes, 
and the name of their Cheates , Bard-dice , Flattes, 
Forgers, Langrets, Gpurds, Demies, and many o- 
thers, 2 theyr A n the e 648 r- 
ries to duantage, yet for ſome ſpeciall 
reaſons, heertin I will be fled. | 
The Whore, the Traffique, 
aw. The man that is brought in,the Simpler. 

Tre villaines that take them, the Croſ-biters, 


In Cheting Law. 


Iu Cioſ biting L 


3 he party chat taketk vp the © the Setter, 
Law. He that is cooſened, the Conny, 
| „e that comes in- to them, the Barnackle, 
The money that is wonne, Purchaſe. 


He that þri him in, the Verſer, 
The poote Countrey man, the Cooſin, 
And the drunkard that comes in, the Suffler, 


, a Nippe, | 
Snappe, 


4+ 4 


he Cutte purſe, a N 
He that is halfe with him, the 
The knife, a Cuttle boung, 
The picke pocket, a Foiſt, _ 
In Figging Law. He that faceth the man, the Stalc, 
1 Taking the Purſe, Drawing, 


Spying of him, Smoaking, 
OS The Purſe, the Bong,” |. 
| ORs The money, the Shelles, 

The Act doing, Striking, 

He that ſetcheth in the man, the Taker, 
He that is taken, the Cooſin, 
The landed man, the Verſer, 
The drunken man, the Barnard, 
And he that makes the Fray, the Rutter. 


In Barnards Law. 


Cum multis alijs quæ nunc præſcribere longum eſt. 
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Thea of Croſſ-biting. | 
Cheſe quaint tearmes ds theſe baſe arts bſe to ſhadow 
their villanie wikball. oz, /t latent u non patent, ob⸗ 
ſcuring their filthie craſtes with theſe faire colours, that 
te ignozant may net eſpie what their ſubtiltie is: but 
their end will be like their beginning,batcht with Cain, 
and conſumed with Judas : and ſo bidding them adoe to 
the deuill, and vou farewell to God,J end. And nowe fs 
the arte of Crol-biting, 


The Art of Croſ-biting. 
7 He Croſ-biting law, is a publike pzofcfſion o ſhame⸗ 
les colaage, mired with inceſtuous whozedomes,as il 
as was p:actiſed in Comozha oz: Mom, though not after 
thc lame vnnaturall maner: fo the meihod of their mil - 
chicuous art(with bluſhing cheeks e trembling bart let it 
be ſpoken) is, that theſe vilanous vipers, bnwozthie the 
name of men baſe rogues (vet why doe J tearme them ſo 
well) being outcaſts from God, vipers of the wozld,x an 
ercrementall reuerſlon of ffa,doth conſent,nay conffraine 
their wines to peeld the vſe of their bodies fo other men, 
that taking them together, de may croſ-bite the partie of 
all the crownes he pꝛeſently can make: that the wol 
may ſæ theu monſtrous pzactiſes, J will bziefly ſefdown 
the manner, 
Whey haue ſundꝛie pꝛaies that they call ſimplers, which 
are men fondly and wantonly giuen, whom fo: a penalty 
of their luſt, they fleece off all Þ euer they haue:ſome mer⸗ 
chants, pꝛentiſes.ſeruingmen, gentlemen, yeomen, far⸗ 
mers, and all degrees, and this is their foꝛzms: There are 
reſident in Loads e the ſuburbs, certain men attired like 
Gentlemen, bꝛaue fellows,but baſely minded, who lining 
in want, as their laſt tefuge, fal vnto this croſ-biting law, 
and to maintain themſc lues, either mary with ſome ſfale 
wh92e,02 els \o:ſwthkep one as their friend: t᷑ theſe per» 
ſons be cõᷣmonlp men of the eight lawes befoze.rehearſcd 
either high Lawiers, Ain 


- the 
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Cach or the like fraternitie. Theſe when their other trades 
fail. as the Cheater, when bs hath no coſen to grims with 
dis op dice,o2 the high La wier, wbẽ he bath no ſet match 
to ride about, and the Nip when there is no terme, faire, 
no; time of great alſemblie, then to maintaine the maine 
chance, they vſe the benefit of their wines 02 friendes, to 
the croſ-biting of ſuch as luſt after their filthie enoʒmi⸗ 
ties: ſome ſimple men are dzawen on by ſubtill meanes, 
which neuer intended ſuch a bad matter. 
In ſommer euening.and in the winter nights. theſe fra- 
mes (tdeſe common truls (A meaue) walke abꝛaad either 
in the fields oz ſtriets. that are commonly banted,as ſtales 
to dzaw men into hell, and a farre of, as attending apples 
ſquires,cerfaine crof{-biters ſtand alofe, as il they knew 
858 _ letting lip 
p mates conſent in 
liber tie ot their cies on their painted faces, fedevpon 
their vnchaſt beauties, till their hearts be ſet on fire: ther 
come they ts theſe minions, and court them with many 
ſwet wozds: alas their lques nerd no long ſutes, ſoꝛ they 
are foꝛth with entertained, and either they go to the Ta- 
uerne to ſeale vn the match with apottle of Jpocras, oz 
Lraight hecarries him to ſome bad plate, and there picks 
his ea elſe t elſe the croſſ-bitcrs comes ſwearing in, and 
ſs out-facethe diſmaied companion, that rather then hs 
would be bzonght in queſtion, be would diſburſe all that 


| hehath@yeſent, But this is but an gad: coolnage.Soms: 


other meting with one of that pꝛofeſſion in the ſtret, wil 
queſtion if ſhe will dꝛinke with 1 A pint of wine, their 
trade is neuer to refuſe,and if foz manners they doe, it is 
but once, and then ſcarce ſhall they be warme in y rome, 
but in comes a terrible fellow, with a ſidc haire e a feare/ 
full beard,as though be were one ol Pelpbhemus cut, and he 
comes fcowning in, and ſaith, what haſt thou to doe baſe 
knaue.tocarrymy ſiſter 02 my Wife to the tauerpe:by bis 
ewncs you wheel ſome of 5 copanjng, wil haue 

deu 
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ſie how theſe ſtrert walkers 


The Art of Croſſ-onting. 
vou both befoze the Juſtice, Deputy 02 2 Conffable, to be 
examined. The pooze ſcruingman.app2 
- whatſoeuer he 1s,ſeing ſuch a terrible huſfe ſnaffe, (wes 
ring with his dagger in his hand, is ſcarſyll both of him, 
and to be bzought in trouble, and therfoze ſpeaks kindtic 
and courteouſly vnto him,and deũres him to be content, 
de meant no harm. The whoze, that bath teares at com- 
maund, fals a werping, and cries bimmercy, af this ſyb- 
-miſſion of them both, he triumpłs like gh2agart,and will 
take no compaſſion: vet at Laſt,thzoughintreaty of other 
bis companionscomming in as ſtrangers, bee is pacified 
. with ſome fozty ſhillings, and the pooz man goes low. 
ful away,fighing out that which Sa/omen pr? bath his pꝛo⸗ 
erbe, Il ſbarier omar hach howy in ber: er throte 
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var ſwees as horq, her thrate as . the end of her 


ere hytter then eAloes and her tongue i more ſharpe then a 
two edged ſword, ber feet ges unto n ber ſteppes I 
n bell. 

Again, theſe truls whenthabauegotin gnouice,then 
-firaight tber pick his purſe, andthen haus they their croſ- 
biter array, te whom they the monp, and ſo offer 
themſelues to be ſearcht: but the poozeman is ſo out fa- 
ted by theſe croſ-bifing ruſſians, that he is glad to goe a- 
way content with bis loſſe, yet ar theſe eaſy paactiſes.D 
might the Zulkices ſend 24 —— „they ſhold 

il iet in rich garded gowns, 
queint periwigs, rufs ofthe largeſt ſiʒe, quarter and halfe 
;d&p; glozied richly with ble we ſtarch, their cherkes died 
with ſurfuling water, e thus are they trickt vp, c eitter 
alk like ftales vp and dolon the ſtrats,0zc|s ſtande ide 
;the deuils S-9*«- at a fanern 02 alchouie, as it who ſhould 
Fay, ff any be ſo minded to ſatiffic his filthy luſt, to lende 
me his purſe, and the deuil his ſoule, let him tome in ans 
be weltame. Now ſir comes by a countrie farmer, walk - 
ing from his inne to perfozm ſome buſines, 4 (&irg ſuch 


OTE be wondering at ſuch a braut 2 
ands 


I 
- ” 


entiſe,farmer,g2 « A 
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ſtands ſfaring her on the face, oz perhaps doth buf caff x 
glaunce,x bid her good ſpeed, as plain fimple ſwatns bane 
their lull ing humos as wel as others:the tral ſtraight 
beginning her exord:- with a (mile,ſaith : bow now my 
frend, what want you, would you ſpeake with any bodie 
here? If the felow hath any bold ſpirit , perhaps be wil of- 
fer the wine, and then he is caught, tis inougb: in he goes 
and they are chamberd:then ſends ſhe fo2 her huſband, oz 
her frend, and there either the farmers pocket is ſtript,oz 
els the croſ-bifers fal vpon him, and thzeatcn him with 
bꝛidewel and the law:then fo2 feare he genes them all in 
bis purſe, and makes them ſome bil to pay a ſumme of 
money at a certain day. is 

If the pooꝛ Farmer be baſhful,x paſſefh by one of theſs 
 Gameles ſtrũpets, then wil ſhe verſe it with him, claim 
acquaintance of him, and dy ſome policy oꝛ other fal abouꝛd 
on him, t carp bim into ſome houſe oꝛ other: it he but en⸗ 
ter in at doꝛes with ber (thogh the pooꝛ farmer neuer kiſt 
ber) yet then the croſ-biters like vultures, wil pꝛaꝑ vpon 
his purſe, and rob him efeuery peny. Jf there be any yong 
gentlemũ that is a nouies and hath not ſen their trains, 
to him wil ſome common filth{that neuer knew lone,) 
feigne an ardent and honeſt affection, til ſhe and hir croſ- 
bitershaue verſt him ta the beggers eſfate. 

Ah gentlemen,marchants,yeomen;and farmers,let this 
to you al, and to every degree els,be a caueat to warn ou 
from luſt, that your inoꝛdinat deſire be not a mean to ime 
poueriſh pour parſes, diſcredit your god names, condemn 
your ſonles,but alſothat your welth got with the ſweat 
of your bzowes , oz left by ponr parents as a patrimonꝭ, 
ſhalbea pꝛay to thoſe coſening croſ-biters.ſome fon? men 
arc ſo far in with theſe defeable frags,that they :Sſamg 
what they have vpon them, and find nothing but a »-ap»- 
htas laudur foꝛ their lavoz. Read the vil of S/ ent pro- 
»erbs,and there at large vew tbe deſcription of a Mameles 


and impudent curtizan:pet is there another ur- tros- 
1 | iting 
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The Ar. 
biting which is moſt peſtilent, and thats this. Ther liues 
about this town certain houſholders , pct mere ſhiftei s 
and coſencrs,who learning ſome infight in the ciuil lawe, 
walke ab;oad likeparato2s,ſumners,and infozmers,be- 


of Croſſ-biting. 


ing none at al either in office oz credit, and they go ſoieng 
about where any marchant, oz marchants pꝛentiſe, citi- 
zen, welt hy farmer, oz other or god credit, ether accompa 
nic with any woman familiarly,ozels hath gotten ſome 
mayd with child. as mens natures be pzone to ſin, ſ raight 
they come ouer t is fallowes thus, they ſende foz hym to a 
tauern, and there open the matter vnto him, which they 
bane cunningly learned out, telling him he muſt be pꝛe⸗ 


ſented to the Ar ches, and the ſcitation ſhalbe peremptoꝛi⸗ 


lie ſerued in his pariſh church. The partie afraid to haue 
bus credit crackt with the woꝛſhipful of tbe citie, and the 
rett ot his neighbozs,and grieuing highly his wife ſhon!d 
heare ot it, ftraight takes compoſition with this coſener 
fo; ſome xx marke, nay J beard of lr.poundcroſ-bitten af 
one time, and then the cooſening jinfo2mer oꝛ creſ-biter 


pꝛomiſeth to wipe him ont ofthe court. and diſcharge bim 


from the matter, when it was neither knowen no2 pꝛe⸗ 
ſented:7o go thep to the woman,and fetch her off if ſhe be 
married, and thongh they haue this gt oſſe ſumme, yet oft 
times they tcroſ- bite her foz moze:nay thas doe they feare 
cittizens, pꝛentites and farmers,that they finde but anie 
way ſuſpictous of the like fault. Mheſe croſ-biting bauds, 
foz no bi t:er q can terme them, in that fo2 lucre they con- 
trale the inne, and ſmot her vp luſt, doe not onely enrich 
themſelues mightely thereby , but alſo diſcredite, hin⸗ 
der, and pzeindice the Courte of the Arches , and the Df- 
ficcrs belenging tothe ſame, There arc ſome pozeblinds 
patches ot that facultic,that haue their Tenements,pur- 
tchaſed, and their plate on their booꝛd very ſolemnly, who 
onely get this gaincs by croſ-biting, as is afoze reberced, 
But leaving them to the deepinſizbt of ſuch as be apoin⸗ 


ted b iuſtics to cozred dice,again to the cruc of my foꝛ⸗ 
D 3 mer 
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mer croſ-biters, whoſe ft ſimple to line won. is nothing 
but the folowing of common, dichoneſt and idle truls, and 
. therby maintain themſelues bꝛaue, and the trumpets in 
handlom furniture. And to end this art with an Englich 
- demonTrafion, ile tel pou a pꝛet tale of late per foꝛmd in 
bilhopſgate ſtreet:fhere was there ſtue frafficques pꝛetie, 
but common huſwiues, that ffod faſt by a fauern doze, los 
king if ſome p2ay would paſſe by fo2 their purpoſe, auone 
the eldeſt of them, and moſterperiencedin that law, na- 
med AB. ſpied a maſter of a hip comming along: bere 
is a ſimpler quoth Ge, Ile verſe him, oꝛ bang me.Sir,ſaid 
he, god eucn, what are vou ſo liberal as to beſtow on thze 
good wencbes that are d2zy,apint of wine, In faith,fap:e 
women, ad. he, J was neuer nigard foz ſo much,and with 
that be takes one of them by the hand, and cartes them al 
into the tauern, there he beſtowed cheare and ipocras vp⸗ 
on them, dꝛinking hard til the hot came to a noble, ſo that 
they iii. caronſing to the gentieman, made bim ſomwhat 
tipſie,+ then St venus in vinis, ig nit in 1gne fut. Mel, nigbt 
grew on, and hee would way but this miſtres A. J. 
ſtopt his ioꝛney thus. gentleman, qd.ſhe, this vndeſerued 
fauoz of yours makes us fo deeply betzolding to pon, that 
our abitity is not able any way to make ſufficient ſatiſ⸗ 
faction, pet to hew vs kind in what we can, vou ſhal not 
den me this requeſt, to ſe my ſimple houſe befo28 you go. 
The gentleman alitle whitled, conſented and wert with 
them, ſo the ſhot was paid, t away they go: Mithout the 
tauern doꝛe ſtood two ot their huſbãds, /. B. and J. N. and 
they were made pꝛiup ta the pꝛactiſe. Home goes the gen 
tleman with theſe jolly buſwincs ſtum bling, & at laſt he 
vas welcom to . Mals houſe, aue one of the thate went 
into a chamber, and gat to brd, whoſe name was A. B. 
after they had chatted a while, the gentlemã would haue 
been gone, but ſhe told him that befoze he went, be Would 
ſe al the roomes of her houſe, and ſo ledde him vp into the 


chamber where theparey layin * who is here 4 the 
en⸗ 
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Gentleman. Marie ſaith Mal, a god pꝛetie each ſir, and 
if you be not wel, lie downe by ber, you tan take no harm 
ol hor:dꝛonkennes deres luſt, and ſo the Gentleman bes 
ins to dally.and awaie goes the with the candle, and at 
laſt he put off his clothes and went to bed: yet he was not 
ſo dꝛonke, but he could after a while remember his mony, 
and feeling foꝛ his purſe all was gone, and thꝛee linkes of 
his whiftle bꝛoken of the ſum that was in his purſe was 
in gold and ſiluer twentie nobles. And thus he was in a 
mae, though his head were well laden, in comes J. Z. the 
good man of the houſe, and two other with him. and ſpea⸗ 
king ſom what loud, peace huſband quoth ſhe, there is one 
in bed, ſpeak not ſo loud. Jn bed, ſaith he gogs nowns Jle 
go ſer, and ſo will I ſaith the other: you ſhall not ſaith his 
wife, and ſtroue againſt him. but vp goes be and bis croſ⸗ 
biters with bim,x ſeeing the Gentleman in bed, out with 
his dagger, and aſked what baſe vilaine it was that there 
ſought to diſhoneſt his wife: well, he ſent one of them ſoz 
a conſtable, and made the gentleman riſe, who bhalfdzank 
vet had that remembzance to ſpeake faire, and to intreate 
him to kœpe his credit: but no intreatie could ſerue, but 
to the counter he muſt, and the conffable muſt be ſent foz: 
pet at laſt one of the intreated that the gentleman might 
be honeſtly bled, and carried to a Tauerne to talke of the 
matter, till a Conftable came. Tut, ſaith J. B. J will baue 
law vpon bim. But the baſe croſ-biter at laſt ſtoopt, and 
to the Tauerne they goe, where the Gentleman laide his 
w hiſtle to pawne foz monie, and there beſto ed as much 
ot them as came to ten ſhillinges, and ſate dzinuing and 
talking untill the next moꝛrow. By that the Gentleman 
ad folne a nap, and waking, it was dap light, and then 
&tng himſelfe compaſſed with theſe croſ-biters, and res 
 meinb2ing his nights wozke, ſoberly ſiniling, aſked the v 
ifthey knew what he was:thep anſwered, not wel. Uthy 
then, quoth he, vou baſe coſuing rogues,you ſhall ere wee 
part: and with that dꝛawing bis ſwoꝛd, kept the into the 
chamber, deſr ing that the conſtable might be font loz: bur 

4 this 


The Art of Croſf-biting 
this bꝛaue of his coulde not dilmate M. Mall, fo thee had 
bidden a ſharper b:untbefoze, witnes the time of hir mars 
tirdome, whe vpon her ſhoulders was ingrauen, the hiſtos 
rie of her whoꝛiſh qualities. but the replying ſwoze,ſeing 
be was ſo luſtte, her buſband ſhoulde not put it vp by ns 
meanes. J will tell thee thou baſe croſ-biting baud,queth 
he, and pay cooſning companions, I ſerue a noble man, : 
foꝛ my credit with bim. J refer me to the penattie he will 
impoſe on you, foz by God J will make you an example to 
all croſ-biters ere J end with pou, j tell you vi lames, ? 
ſerue, und with that be namde his Lozd. When the guilty 
wh vꝛes and coſners heard of his credit and ſeruice, they 
began humbly to intreat him to be god fo the: tren quoth 
he, ürſt deliuer me my monie, they vpon that gladly gaue 
him all,and reſtoꝛed the linkes of his chaine. When hee 
had all, he ſmiled, and ſu are afrefh.that he would toꝛment 
them fo2 all this, that the ſeueritie of their puniſhment 

might be acaueat to others to beware of the like cooſ⸗ 
nage: and vpon that knockt with dis foofe, and ſapd hes 
would let them gs till be had a Conſtable. Then in genes 
rall they bumbled themſelues,and ſo recompenced the pars 
tie, that he agreed to paſſe ouer the matter, conditionally 
beſide,that they would pate tbe üxtane ſhillings her had 
ſpent in charges, which they alſo perfoꝛmed. The Gens 
tleman ſtept his wate g ſaio, you may ſe the old pꝛouerbe 
fulfilled, Fa/lere fallentem non eſt fraui, hut the poꝛe croſbi⸗ 
ters ſate ſighing a ſozrowfull heigh bo. Thus haue J des 
cyphered an odious p2aciſe not wozthic to be namet:and 
now wiſhing all ol what eſtate ſocucr,to beware of {thy 
luſt, and ſuch damnable ſtales as dꝛawes men on to diſ⸗ 
oꝛdinate deſires. and rather to ſpend their coine amongſt᷑ 
boneſt tompanie, then to bequeath it to ſuch baſs croſ-bis 
fcrs,as pꝛaie bpon men, like rauens vpon de d carcaſes, 
J end with this pꝛaier, that Croſ-b. ting and Conny; cat⸗ 
thing may be as li: tie krnow:n in England. as the eating 
of wines fleſh was amongſt the Iewes. Farewell. 

| Naſcimur pro patria. 


FINIS. 


A PLEASANT DISCOVERY OF 
the Cooſenage of Colliers. 


MA hough (courteous Keaue;y,] did not put in 
amongſt the lawes of coſening, the law of ie 
ring, which is a deceit that Colliers abuſe the 

common welth withall, in hauing vnlawfull ſackes, 

yet take it for a pettie kinde of craſt or myſterie, as 

1 to the poore, as any of the other two: for 

omitted diuers other diueliſn vices; as, the nature of 
the Lift,che Black art, & the Curbing lum, which is the 

Filchers & theeues that come into houſes or ſhops, 

and lift away any thing; or pick-locks, or hookers at 

windowes , although they be as ſpecies and branches 

to the table before rehearſed · But omitting them, a- 

in to our law of ſegering. Know therfore, that there 
inhabiting in and about London, certain caterpil- 
lers (colliers Foul ſay) that doe terme themſelues 

(amongſt themſelues) by the name of /egers,whofor 

that the honorable, the L. Maior of the citie of Lan- 

don, and his officers, look ſtraitly to the meaſuring of 
coales, doe (to preuent the execution of his iuſtice) 

plant themſelues in & about the ſuburbs of Londen, 
as Shorditch , White-chappell, Southwarke,and ſuch pla- 

ces, and there they haue a houſe, or yard, that hath a 

back gate, becauſe it is the more conuenient for their 

coſening purpoſe, and the reaſon is this; the /eger,the 
crafty collier I meane, riſeth very earlie in the mor- 
ning, and either goeth towardes Croyden,Whetſtone, 

Greenwitch,or Romford , and there meteth with cun- 

trey colliers, who bring coles to ſerue the markette : 


there, in a foreſtalling manner, this Ie ger bargaineth 
E with. 


there at the backe gate 
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with the countrie Collier for his coales, and payeth 
for them nineteene ſhillings, or twentie at the moſt, 
but commonly fifteene and ſixteene, and there is in 


the load 36. ſackes: ſothat they paie for euerie cou- 
ple about 14. pence. Now hauing bought his coales, 


euerie ſacke containing full foure buſhels: he carieth 
the Country Collier home to his legering place, and 
cauſeth him to vnload, and as 
they ſaie, ſnoote the coales downe, As ſoone as the 
cuntrie Collier hath diſpacht and is gone, then the 
Legier who hath three or four hired men vnder him 
by forth his owneſackes, which be long & na- 
row, holding at the moſt not three buſhells, ſo that 
they gaine in the change of euer ie ſacke a buſſiel for 


the ir pains. Tuſn, yet this were ſom what to be borne 


withall, althogh the gaine & vſurie is monſtrous, but 
this ſufficeth not, for they fil not theſe ſacłs ful by far, 
but put into them ſome 2,buſhels & a halft, laying in 
the mouth of the ſacke certaine great choice coales, 
which they call fillers, to make the fack ſhew faire, al- 
though al the reſt be ſmal willow coale, & halfe dros. 
When they haue thus not filled their ſacks, but thruſt 
coales into th, that which they lay vppermoſtis beſt 
filled, for to make the greater Renchen a tall ſturdy 


Enaue that is al ragd, & durty on his legs, as thogh he 


came out of the coũtry (for they durtie their hoſe & 


ſnoos vpon purpoſe to make themſelues ſeem coun- 


trie colliers:) Thus with two ſacłs a pece, they either 
go out ati the back Habe. or ſteale out at the ſtreet ſide, 
and ſo go vp and done the ſuburbes, and ſell theyr 


 coales in ſummer for 14. & 16. pence a couple, and in 


winter for 18. or 20. The poore cookes and other ci- 
tizens that buy them, tlunke they be country collie:s 
| that 
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that haue left ſome coals oftheir load, & would glad- 
ly haue monie, ſuppoſing (as the Statute is) they bee 
good and law full ſackes,are thus cooſned by the Le- 

ers, and haue but two buſhells and a halfe for foure 
Puſlek e yet are extreamly rackt in the price, which 
is not onely a great hinderance to her Maieſties poor 
commons, but greatly preiudiciall to the maſter col- 
liers, that bring true ſackes & meaſure out of the cun- 
trie. Then conſider (gentle readers) what a kinde of 
cooſnage thefe legiers vſe, that can make of 3o. ſackes 
ſome 56. which I haue ſeene with mine eies, for! 
haue ſet downe with my pen how many turnes they 
haue made ofa load, and they made 28. turnes, euery 
turne being two ſacks: ſo that they haue gotten an 
intollerable gains by their falſe meaſure. I could not 
be ſilent ſeeing this abuſe, but thoghtto reucale it for 
my countries commoditie, and to giue light to the 
worſhipfull Iuſtices, and other her Maieſties officers 
in Middleſex, Surrey, & els where, to loołe to ſuch a 
groſſe cooſnage, as contrarie to a direct ſtatute, doth 
defraud, and impoucriſh her Maisſtics poore com- 
mons. Well may tlie honorable and worſhipfull of 
London flouriſh, who carefully loołe to the country 
coales, and if they finde not foure buſhels in euerie 
ſacke, do ſell them to the poore as forfeit, and diſtri- 
bute the monie to them that haue need, burning the 
ſacke, and honoring or rather diſhonoring the pillo- 
rie with the colliers durtie faces: & well may the ho- 
norable & worſhipful ofthe ſuburbs liue & profper, 
if they loołe in iuſtice to theſe legers, who deſerue 
more puniſhmcntthen the ſtatute appoints forthem 
which is whipping at a carts tail, or with fauour the 
pillorie. E 2 For 


For fewell or fiering beinga thing neceſſarie in a cõ- 
mon - welth, and charcole vſed more then any other, 
the poore, not able to buy by the load, are fan roger 
in their fire by the ſacł, and ſo are greatly coſened by 
the retaile. Seeing therefore the carefull lawes her 
Maieſty hath appointed for the wealth of her Com- 
mons, and ſuccor ot the poore, I would humbly en- 
treat all her Maieſties officers, to look into the life of 
theſe gers, and to root them out, that the poor fecle 
not the burden of their inconſcionable gainss.T herd 
with my cares a poor woman of Shorditch who had 
bought coles of a leger, with weping teares cõplaine 
and ee A him intheſtreet, in her rough elo- 
quence calling him coſening knaue, & ſaying, tis no 
maruel villain(quoth ſhe) if men compare you col 
liers to the deuil,ſceing your conſciences are worſer 
then the deuils; for hee takes none but thoſe ſoules 
whom God hates: and you vndoe the poore whom 
God loues. if ll | 
What is the matter good wife(quoth I) that you 
vie 11 words againſt the collier: a collier 
ſir(ſath ſhe) hee is a theefe, and a robber of the com- 
mon people. Ile tell you ſir, l bought of a countrey 
collier two ſacks for thirtoen pence, and I bought of 
this knaue three ſacks which coſt me two & twentie 
ce: and fir, when I meaſured hoth their ſackes, I 
id more inthe two ſacks by three pecks,then I had 
in his three. I would(quorh ſhe)the Iuſtices woulde 
looke into this abuſe, and that my neighbors would 
ioine with me in a ſupplication, & by GodT woulde | 
knecle before the Queene, & entreat that ſuch coſe- 
ning colliers might not onely be puniſhed A * 
are 
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an knowes them againe, and ſo are they careletle,) 
but that they might leaue their cares behinde them 
fora forfet : and if that would not mende them, that 
Bull with a faire halter might roote them out of the 
world, that liue in the world by ſuch groſſe & diſho- 
neſt colenage. The collier hearing this, went ſmiling 
away, becauſe he knew his life was not lookt into · & 
the womã wept * that ſne had not ſome one 
by, that might with iuſtice reuenge her quatrel. 
Therebe alſo certaine colliers that bring coles to 


London by water in barges, and they be calledgripers, = 
to theſe comes the leger and Tj. ar” with him for 
his coles, and ſels by retayl with the like coſenage of 
ſacks as [rehearſed! before. Buttheſe mad /epers (not 
content with this monſtrous gaine) do beſides mixe 
among their other ſacks of coles, ſtore of ſhruffe duſt 
and ſmall cole, to their great aduantage. 


And for prooſe hereof I will recite you a matter 
of tructh, lately performed by a Cooles wife vpon a 


coſening collier. 


How a Cooles wife in London. did lately ſerue 4 
" for ro 

T chancedthis ſummer thata loade of colescame 
[ forth of Kent to Bilingſgate,and a liger bought the, 

who thinking to deceiue the Citizens, as he did 
thoſe in the Suburbs, furniſht himſelf with a couple 
of ſacks, and comes vp. Mary hill to ſel th&:a cookes 
wife bargaind with the collier for his coles,and = 
agreed vpon fourteen pence for the couple: whic 


done, he caried in the coles, & ſnot them: and when 
E 3 the 


were (for they haue ſuch black faces, that no 


the wife ſaw them, and percei 


bote, and returne 


__ coals, 


ſhe eaſilie geſt there was ſearce (ix 
of firm (fm 


__ 
— 
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uing there was ſcarce 
five buſhels for eight, ſne cals a little girle to her, and 
bade her go for the Conſtable: for thou cooſening 
rogue; quoth ſhee, (ſpeaking to the Collier) [will 
teach thee how thou ſhalt coſen me with thy falſe 
ſacks, whatſoeuer thou docſt to others, and I will 
haue thee before my L. Mayor, with that ſhe caught 


a ſpit in her hand, and ſwore if he offered to ſtir, thee 


would therewith broach him: at which worde the 
callicr was amazed, and tlie feare of the pillerie put 
him in ſuch a fright, that he ſaid he would goc to his 

ine to anſwere whatſoeuer ſhce 
durſt obiect in him fer pledge therof (quoth 
the collier) keep my ſacls, your mony, and the coles 
alſo. Whereupon the woman let (<p but as 


 ſoonasthe collier was out of dores, it was needleſſe 
to bid him run, for down hegets to his bote, & away 
he thruſts from Billinſgate, and ſo. immediatly went 


down to Wapping, and neuer aſter durſt returne to 
the Cooles wife to demaund either mony, ſacls, or 


. 20 Hom a flax wife and her mtighborsoſea' a . 
wdcdoeſening Colluer. 
| Þ Ow Gentlemen by your leaue, and heare a mery eff; 
VN T here was in the Suburbs of London, Flax-wife, 
that wanted gales,and [cting a.leger come by with 


 acouple of ſacks , that had befere dec her in like ſorte, 
che ee, bought them,and ſo ment in x; her 


fo ſhoot them in her colchouſe. As ſoone as ſhe ſam Her coles, | 

uſbelles , yet diſſembling 
bad him bring her two 

T1 ſacks 


he matter, ſhe paid him jor the, 


ar by 


* S : 
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ſacks more: the collier went his way, and in the meane time 
the flax-wife meaſured the coles,and there was tuft fine bu- 
ſbell anda peck , Hereupon ſhe cald in her neighbors,bein 
4 companie of women that before time had alſo been * | 
intheir coles, and ſhewed them the coſenage, & deſired their 
aide to her in tormenting the colliar, ahh they promiſt to 
» form , and thus it cow t. Se conueyd them into a Jack 
room( ſome vi. of the euerj one hauing a good cudgell un- 
der her apron, ſtraight comes thecolliar and ſaith, Miſtres, 
here be your coles: welcome good colliar , quoth ſhe, I pr iy 
thee follow me into the backſide,and ſhute them in another 
room. The colliar was content & went with hir, but as ſoon 
At he was in he goodwife lockt the dore & the colliar ſeyne 
ſuch a troup of wines in the room, mas amar d, pet ſad, Co 
ſpeed you ſbrewes, welcome quoth one iolly Dame, bein 
omted by them allto giue ſentence againſt him: who ſo 
2 4s the collia - Had Wee ſaid,ſirra colliar know 
that me are here all aſſem | ur 


| 45 4 grand Iury, to determine 
of thy villanies, for ſelling vs falſe ſacks ofcoles, and know 
that thou art here indued vpon coſenage, therfore hold vp 
thy hand at the bar, and eyther ſay,quilty,or not guilty, and 
by whom thou wilt be tryed, for thou muſt recetue condign 
puniſhment for the ſame ere thou depart . The colliar who 
thoug hit they had but teſted, ſmiled 4 ſud, Come on,which 
of you all ſhall be my Iudge. Marry ſir, quoth one iolly dame, 
that isl, and by God you knaue,you ler, I will pronoũce 
ſentence againſt you ſcuereh if you be found guilty. Whi the 
Colliar ſaw they were in earneſt, he ſaid, Come, come, open 
the dore and let me go, with that fine or ſix . 37 wp 
and fell pon the Colliar and gaue onto him halfea ſcore of 
ſound lambeales with their a , and bad him ſpeak 


more rewerently to their Principal. 


Tue 


8 
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indgement ⁊ pon 
_ Collier thon art c 7 
nage, and I am now appointed in 
a thee, being 3 moued therun 

8 for the general commodity 0 ow 

try,and therfore this is my est we haue no pillery ior 
thee,nor cart to whip thee at, but here I do award that thon 
ſhalt haue as many baſtinados as thy bones wil bears, and 
then to be turned out of dores without ſacks or mony. This 
ſentence being prouounced. ſbe roſe up and gaue noreſpit of 
time for th æecution, but according to the ſentence before 
expreſſed, al the womẽ fell upon him, beating him extreme- 

ly,among whom he lent ſome luſty Hſe But might ouer- 
coms right and therfore Ne Hercules contraduos. The 
women ſo cruſht him, that he was not able to lift his hands 
to hts head, & ſo with a broken pate or two he was paid and 
lle iaci Drum, faire and orderly thruſt aut of dores. 

T his was the reward that the Colliar had, and I pray 

God all (uch colliars be ſo ſerued,and that grod wines when 


they buy ſuch ſacks, may giue them ſuch payments, and that 
— and wurſbipfull of the land may look inte this 


Cros abuſe of Colliars, 4 ell for charity ſake 146 alſo for the 
| Genel of the poor © and ſo wiſhing Colliars to amend their 

deceitful and diſordred dealings herein, I end, 
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